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AGMA’s Lifetime Achievement Awarded to Joe T. Franklin, Jr. AGMA President 

Alexandria, VA ,—The American Gear Manufacturers Association (AGMA) is pleased to announce that 

AGMA President, Joe T. Franklin, Jr. is the recipient of the organization’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 

The award is presented to the rare individual for years of service to the Association and to the gear 

industry who has demonstrated superior vision and leadership; given extensively of their time and skills; 

demonstrated wisdom in pursuit of industry consensus; achieved the respect and admiration of their 

peers and has been available whenever needed for the advancement of AGMA and the global gear 

industry. The award was presented at the AGMA 100th Annual Meeting, May 12-14, 2016 in Amelia 

Island, Florida. 

 

Joe T. Franklin, Jr. has spent 25 years as the President of AGMA. He was instrumental in the 

development of many current programs that exist within the Association today. His work changed how 

AGMA does standards; he oversaw the development of a robust education program; he established the 

AGMA Foundation; and much more. 

 

“Joe will leave the AGMA in excellent financial health. In addition, the organization has a living strategic 

planning process that will keep it focused on its goals and a group of emerging leaders ready for 

whatever comes next,” stated Leslie Hennessy, VP of New Business Development at Lovejoy Inc. and 

AGMA Board Chairman from 2005-2006. 

 

“Under Joe’s watchful eye, the membership of the American Gear Manufacturers Association expanded, 

welcoming international members into the organization.  Given that Joe’s tenure began during a time of 



U.S. import protectionism, this accomplishment is all the more important.  Joe recognized that 

globalization was inevitable and that international corporations would be consequential in the future of 

the gear industry.  He patiently waited for attitudes to change and for others to reach his level of 

understanding,” said Hennessy. 

 

Mr. Franklin is the tenth recipient of this award from the Association. He will be retiring from his 

position at AGMA at the end of 2016. 

 

 

About AGMA 

The American Gear Manufacturers Association is a voluntary association of companies, consultants, and 

academicians with a direct interest in the design, manufacture, and application of gears, couplings, and 

related power transmission components and equipment. Complete information on the organization is 

available at www.agma.org. 

 

AGMA is celebrating its 100th Anniversary year in 2016. See the organizations Centennial website: 

http://agma100.1440n.net/ 
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